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DOLLS OF SOME WORLD RELIGIONS 


The Easter season, which in 
Missouri is usually appropriately 
accompanied by the first traces 
of our beautiful springtime, always 
brings to us a deeper awareness of 
the universal brotherhood of man. 
Regardless of race, religion or na- 
tionality, people 
around the globe who 
live by the teachings 
of their faith, be it 
Islam, Buddhism, Ju- 
daism, Christianity, 
or yet a. different 
creed, all help to pro- 
mote the vital spirit 
and promise of peace. 
Perhaps one of our 
biggest faults as 
Americans is that 
brand of self satis- (7. 
faction which fosters ‘”/ 
a lack of interest in 
the faiths and cul- 
tures of other na- 
tions. 

We like to feel that a 
no individual engaged <—— 
in the doll hobby can 
possibly have this attitude since 
the faithful reproduction, in minia- 
ture, of the people from distant 
lands stimulates a healthy inter- 
est in learning more about their 
“whys and wherefores.” In keep- 
ing with this feeling we’d like to 
devote this front page to dolls 
representing different religions. 

From Israel, we offer Orthodox 
Mother and Father, an excellent 
pair with religious significance, 


as she is depicted lighting the 
Sabbath candles, while he is 
dressed. in. synagogue attire, com- | 
plete with robes, fur hat, with 
the Scroll of Law in his hands. 
Hight inch size, both dolls have 
terra-cotta heads, thick leather 
e hands and feet; on 
individual bases, He, 
No. 892; She, No. 892A, 
( $5.95 each. ) 
“Ireland sends a 
handmade, custom 
dressed, 7 inch Nun 
in traditional Ursu- 
line black with white 
va coif, corded belt, ro- 
Yam Sary, etc. These dolls 
fw have extra special 
character in their 
modeled composition, 
hand painted = fea- 
tures, which makes 
them even more col- 
> ie ‘lection class. No. 270, 
ai $8.95. | 
Witch Doctor of 
Australia isn’t  rep- 
resentative of a ma- 
jor faith, but does typify the prim- 
itive beliefs of the bushman. This 
4% inch aborigine with his bag 
of charms, is made of cloth, leath- 
er and black pipecleaners. He is 
fastened to stand on his own 
wooden base, and if a good 
chuckle will aid what ails you, 
he’s the doctor to call! No. 282CX 
$2.25. ; 

Another pagan offering is the 
beaded fetish doll from Natal, a 
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wierd piece of native craftsman- 
ship obtained through the Pieter- 
maritzburg Museum. This is a 
4% inch beadwork mother and 
baby with cloth face and base. 
Extremely colorful, neatly and 
cleanly made, guaranteed to be 
different from anything else in 
your collection. No. 103B, $5.95. 


Several years 
ago we offered a 
wooden Italian 
Madonna _ rosary 
box as an Easter 
special. It proved /™ 
immensely popu- 
lar, so we'll re- 
peat again this 
year. Dainty and 
dignified, al- 
though highly stylized, this Moth- 
er and Child opens to display its 
contents—a silver and soft -blue 
bead rosary. The artistic Sevi 
touch is apparent in each 2% 
inch figure with hand painted sky 
blue robes, golden halos and other 
harmonious coloring. Ideal as a 
gift, No. 772, $1.50. 


A quality finale to our religious 
selections could only mean the 
Santon figures of Provence. Orig- 
inally designed in the south of 
France, over a century and a half 
ago, these dolls are still made to- 
day for use in elaborate nativity 
sets. We feature them as a doll 
line because of their wonderfully 
modeled faces and handsome cos- 
tumes. Made of terra-cotta and 
dressed in a nice blend of modern 
and antique fabrics, these 8 inch 
doll masterpieces come in a wide 
variety of styles, some told about 
in this issue’s R.S.M.’s travel story. 
We especially like the pair of. eld- 
erly faggot gatherers, Man No. 509, 


and Woman, No. 509A, at $17.50 
each. Also available at the same 
price are Fisherman, Shepherd 
and Fishmonger. 

This completes our doll roll call 
of the nations for this issue. Many 
other religious dolls such as Mos- 
lem Holy man from Lebanon, lady 
preacher of Florida, etc., are also 
available at Kimport, but alas, in 
too short supply for offering just 
now. Do keep us informed of spe- 
cial wants and groupings though, 
as we love to work with you on 
these extra interesting projects. 


WHERE DO WE GO 
FROM HERE? 


Frances Krieger, in wandering 
around anarcade in Argentina, saw 
a strange mechanical doll in a toy 
shop window: A little automaton, 
dressed nondescriptly as a man, 
had a pale face and terrified eyes 
and he was writhing this way and 
that to escape a black hairy spider 
spinning around it. When she told 
the proprietor she thought it would 
give any sensitive child the horrors, 
he laughed and said, “Senora, the 
children think it’s old-fashioned!” 


OLD COUNTRY— 


YOUNG APPETITE! 
Mrs. William Bonner writes from 
Rhode Island: | 
“The dear old ‘Marta of Finland, 
from someone’s collection,’ is a 
joy. It was for a Christmas surprise 
for my mother-in-law, who was 
born in Finland. Very young 
daughter, Jennifer, is to be the 
collection owner someday, but 
will hardly appreciate them as yet 
unless allowed to dissect and chew 
on them! Time will change her 
tastes.” 
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SEND SHOWERS 
OF BLESSINGS 


- “Twas in the month of June when 
Louise Kraft bubbled over in a 
gay letter concerning those Mex- 
ican made miniatures, ‘Love Story 
in a Nut Shell” After about six 
months of waiting, you know, 
“Manana,” a package arrived and 
back-orders were filled. Mrs. Kraft 
wrote:—“You have no idea how 
thrilled I am to receive those 
Mexican walnuts! You see, I took 
one from my collection to give to 
a very close friend at a shower I 
had for her, never dreaming the 
next ones would be different. Since 
Yll be wanting one for other 
friends when they get married, 
better send me a half dozen more. 
If the four tiny scenes are of the 
same type—boy with guitar, em- 
bracing under clock, formal wed- 
ding, and conclusion—OK. We 
loved the tiny signs reading, amor 
mia (my love) vida mia (my life) 
and te amo ( I love you). Thanks 
a million for remembering my re- 
quest and for sending these walnut 
love scenes. It’s wonderful to have 
such excellent personal service!” 


SHE LOVES FOREIGN DOLL 
SO DO WE! 


Like fond parents, Kimport has 
to be rigorously careful not to 
show favoritism in our little doll 
world. Our first business was in 
importing foreign dolls from all 
parts of the globe; then in war 
times, we were thrown back on our 
American sources and found a 
wealth of artistry; while antique 
dolls have always been important 
among collectors. We love them all! 

These observations are prompted 
by a letter from Catherine L. Dem- 
aree who, we are proud to see, 
sticks to her preference for the 
“foreigns.” Quote: “I don’t mind 
your raising the price of the maga- 
zine,—but I do wish it didn’t seem 
to stress antiques more and more. 
I get the idea, frequently, that you 
are drifting toward carrying an- 
tiques only. I prefer the younger 
dolls. Also, they are cheaper, I 
don’t care what price doll you take, 
—not one could be sweeter, dain- 
tier or more graceful than my 
bamboo lady that Mrs. McKim 
saved for me from the Darcy col- 
lection!” 


BUDGET PLAN AVAILABLE 


One of our good customers 
wrote: “I would like to inquire 
whether or not you sell dolls on the 
lay-away plan, and if you do, how 
much do you require as a down 
payment?” 

Indeed we do encourage budget 
buying of our dolls. That’s the 
way many of our collectors have 
acquired some of our most expen- 
sive dolls. Who is so rich that they 
feel like affording all their hobby 


buying on a cash basis? 

Please make your selections while 
the exact doll you want is available, 
send a deposit of about 25% and 
pay the rest in installments of your 
own choice. Usually a year or less 
should round out a purchase and 
the eagerness to get hands on a 
coveted doll will insure payments 
as rapidly as possible. It’s surpris- 
ing how quickly you can “bail” 
your treasures out. 
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MORE ABOUT and some golden haired girls from 
ROUND-THE-WORLD Trieste and Genoa. But dark 

; haired beauties are in the majority 

_ By Ruby Short McKim with crisply colorful frocks and 
“Naples, Marseilles, London” theaddresses and oh, perhaps an 


were the closing words of promise 
in last Doll Talk concerning this 
Round-the-World travelogue. This 
was to have been the final chap- 
ter, but I now find that London 
must be allowed to. spread out 
into more than you or I would 
relish added here. 


Many of you doubtless have 
docked in that fabulous Napoli 
Bay. Our berth was directly across 
from the bleak, black bulk of 
Castel Nuovo, built for Charles of 
Anjou in the 13th century. 

Italian Art, Literature, History 
and the multitude of men who 
forged their niches of undying dis- 
tinction in the rich corridors of 
this Mediterranean peninsula, can 
only be mentioned seriously here 
with a passing sigh of apprecia- 
tion. For it is Dolls, and Dolls 
alone, of whom we talk in Dol 
Talk! 

A sample assortment of some 
two dozen was assembled for Kim- 
port consideration, and what a sad 
task it was to rule out almost 
any of these beautiful little repre- 
sentatives of place and period. Yes, 
some dolls are decked in medieval 
finery. There is a precious group of 
priests and nuns in proper habits 
of white, brown, black, navy and 
even little Germanicum in. fitted 
scarlet cloak! But most are pro- 
vincials, city and island types, in 
those beautiful peasant costumes 
found now more often on collec- 
tion dolls than on live boys and 
girls. , 

Blond Tiroleans, Lombardy folk 


stored company, 


arm bouquet of felt flowers, a chip 
straw basket, a tambourine or ac- 
cordion. A group would be more 
effective than a pair or a single 
as there is vast variation. Vatican 
Guard, mustached Carbinieri or 
Venetian gondolier should be popu- 
lar with lady dolls in any Piazza! 
There. will be ‘sales’ details on 
these, as on the world of others, 
elsewhere in Doll Talk. — 


Now just a little bit more about 
Italian finds and exhibits. Comic 
dolls they seem to love, and the 
current crop of caricatures copies 
those Spanish Klumpes,  etc., 
which in turn had _ sorto’ copied 
original Italian Lencis! Woodens, 
smart -miniatures especially, are — 
beautifully and numerously pro- 
duced, Pinocchio popping up in 
various sizes and guises, but us- 
ually made of wood. Mme. Lenci, 
between World War I and II, per- 
fected the art of using felt,. often 
combined with rainbow tint or- 
gandies to make and dress ex- 
quisitely - appealing collector item 
dolls. Similar yet recognizably dif- 
ferent are those made by a re- 
to compete in 
world toy markets with play dolls 
from otiher countries. One charm-' 
ing idea tying in with this land’ 
of great music was a series of 
Opera “coppia’—“Giulietta e Ro- 
meo” etc. but all with child 
faces and in child proportion. We 
found no bride doll in any special 
costume, just frothy tulle and 
nylon such as Kansas or New 
Jersey department stores would 
stock. . 
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Creche dolls from this most Cath- 
olic of European lands may furnish 
the link which will connect us to 
Marseilles. In our last December 
issue there was printed the leg- 
end of Bambino of Aracoeli. en- 
Shrined there in a thousand-year- 
old church; repeatedly through 
Doll Talk’s twenty-five gabby years, 
the showing and stories of these 
intriguing handmade folk dolls 
have ‘been featured. In Italy, I 
found that only the Holy Family, 
the Magi, Angels and perhaps the 
Shepherds were properly desig- 
nated “Creche.”  “Percepio”’ was 
the word covering all village folk, 
etc., the multitude of extraneous 
men, women and children, some 
comics, but mostly of sober or 
adoring mein. These classics of 
Dolldom have been so repeatedly 
documented that we'll not peruse 
them further here. 


Our only touch of France on 
this round-the-world cruise was 
one full day.in the great ancient 
city of Marseilles, and oh, what 
a heautiful one it was. Around 
Vieur Port where Phoenician ships 
sailed in, oh long. before the 
Greeks, there now are blocks of 
international firms, and_ skirting 
one picturesque front of the basin, 
famed seafood restaurants both 
back of and on wide sidewalks. 
Here and under avenues of plane 
trees on the Boulevard La Can- 
nebiere, my husband anchored in 
for many sunny hours while I 
searched shops and small exhibits 
of y’all-know-what! | 
- Here, that general subject of 
dolls for the Creche zooms into the 
forefront of interest again. Mar- 
seilles is in Provence and the 
santons of Provence have deserv- 


S) 


edly grown in fame for some two 
hundred years. It was such 2 
thrill to find these familiar doll 
folk of clay, always clays for Pro- 
vincials, although endless other 
basic doll materials have been 
used in making French Creche 
dolls elsewhere throughout’ the 
nation. I bought a 75 page book, 
“Les Origines De La Creche Pro- 
vencale Et De s Santons Popu- 
laires!” The dozens of pictures, 
diagrams, groupings et al are un- 
cerstandable and even enlighten- 
ing in any language. The text is 
all French but doubtless some of 
the informative parts were trans- 
lated into an excellent article for 
Spinning Wheel, Dec. 1957, incor- 
porating illustrations also. 


They say that the “Santoun” 
(little saint) is to be found in 
all Provincial museums; in the 
Old Marseilles Museum, “Musee 
Vieux-Marseille,” there are many 
cld time examples, back to some 
molds signed “Angel” by a model- 
ist born in 1764. The most impres- 
sive, I think, were the groups in 
settings; stylized backgrounds, one 
with a formally suspended arch of 
cherubim against polka dot stars, 
looks quite medieval, while anoth- 
er one close by depicts the ‘stable 
with a cluster of provincial men 
and women packed around so sol- 
idly, you can barely see the group- 
ing at the manger. The Inn is al- 
most on top of stable in archi- 
tectural style of Avignon rather 
than Bethlehem, but that is in 
proper tradition. 

-In the shops I saw many more 
Provincial types than -the ones 
selected several years ago for 
Kimport, but none more quaintly 
typical than the 9 inch fisher 
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folk, shepherd and faggot gather- 
ers which we stock along with 
the miniature creche groupings. I 
did covet one gorgeous ol’ gal on 
a donkey, but bringing her over 
to Missouri posed much _ too 
weighty a problem. 

’"Back for coffee and a sweet— 

Back to rest two tired feet’—And 
then for another tour of shops. My 
notes do chronicle such finds as 
rope loops and twisting into semi- 
comic dolls that did have that 
French (Flair! Another smartly 
styled new line “C’est Peynet” 
each nicely boxed, expensive. One 
cocky, grizzled sailor man, less 
than 7 inches tall, did prove ir- 
resistible to the lady land-lubber, 
so I splurged, one sample only of 
this browned cloth matey with 
hands in hip pockets, swagger 
stance, cigarette at a salty angle 
and of course, navy ’n’ white 
striped across shirt. One long 
thought of the never ending suc- 
cession of boats and barges loaded 
with merchandise from all of up- 
per Europe, ever converging in 
this great port of Marseilles—Oh, 
ever so often, there would be prop- 
erly packed packages transferred 
from these slow crafts 
hold of some huge ship, bound for 
America—addressed to Kimport 
Dolls! 


Be 


SERIOUSLY SPEAKING 


_ Noted from a recent lecture by 
Mr. Ross Taggart, curator at our 
Kansas City Nelson Gallery:— 
“Specific limitations make the dif- 
ference between a ‘collection’ and 
an ‘accumulation. One _— should 
work within a certain scope, and 
from a basic point of view.” 


into the - 


LATE? 


It seems incredible that Kimport 
with its myriad sources, able even 
to obtain dolls from such remote 
spots as Pitcairn Island which is 
visited by ships but twice a year 
(see last issue of D.T.) would en- 
counter difficulties finding dolls 
from our new 50th state of Alaska. 
However, we have been unsuccess- 
ful for years in our efforts to find 

a igood representative Eskimo dol 
Pe our collector oe Hooray! 


NI i AW Ww wi 
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We can now cheese offer “Koko”, 
an authentically hand-crafted car- 
ved headed Eskimo, native made in 
the Kuskokwim Basin country at 
the foot of Mt. McKinley. The 
driftwood faces of these dolls, us- 
ually spruce, alder or cottonwood, 
is generally carved by the father 
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—yes, they are the product of a 
family type, cottage industry pro- 
moted by ANAC, a _ co-operative 
native arts group of EHskimo 
craftsmen, The detailed costume 
work is done by the women of the 
house—or_ is it igloo? 

Each, doll is very individual 
(size actually ranges from 8 to 11 
inches), and their costumes. will 
vary in detail. Generally, the ruff 
of the parka hood is fox or wol- 
verine, while the parka itself will 
be muskrat or arctic rabbit. Pants 
and mukluks are of skin, with the 
boot soles being of bearded seal 
or oogruk, valued for its hard, 
waterproof finish. Whatever their 
size or attire, these Eskimo dolls 
are certainly a hard to find type, 
collection worthy and priced right, 
too. No. 453, $10.00. 


The story below was set up to 
’ yun, oh, back before Christmas. 


SO WE'LL HOPE FOR MORE 


It’s really poor business sense 
for us to write about our dolls 
from Pitcairn. They come through 
so seldom from this farthest away 
island that when last year’s box of 
them did arrive, all but about one 
dozen were bespoken. They are 
fantastically homely, never two 
quite alike, and as Mary W. Scott 
wrote, a bit expensive at $4.50. 
However, Mrs. Scott continued, 
“I might add that I appreciate the 
great effort it takes to get these 
far-away dolls and hurrah for the 
good job you do!” - 


But they did arrive, delightfully 
dolled up ladies after a couple of 
years postponement. Same old price 
too—amazing! Wooden Maimiti, 
No. 297A, $4.50. 


- 


Pa 


72 ries 


Back in 1940 we advertised No. 
210, Kriska of Hungary, as fol- 
lows: “Kriska may be more repre- 
sentative of the gay romantic 
Hungary of musical comedy fame 
than the Hungary of reality, yet 
she brings the spirit of the country 
in her charming national cos- 
tume. Flower garlands crown her 
long silk braids and a full, braid 
edged skirt flares around her trim 
figure with becoming dash. Colors 
are bright and .amusingly com- 
bined in peasant fashion making 
her a vivid figure.” Twenty years 
later we are happy to welcome 


Kriska back into the Kimport line 


and the above description is just 
as valid today as it was ’way back 
when! Hight inch Kriska has néat- 
ly sewn cloth body and prettily 


._painted composition features. The 


price has changed but only slightly 
to a still remarkably low $2.95. 
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FUN ‘n’ DARING 

Once back in 1952, we wheedled 
the imaginative and dexterous Lu- 
cille Sample into making the odd- 
est odd material dolls that Kimport 
ever had; no two alike yet, “Goo- 
hooligans” all. 

In a current letter Mrs. Sample 
says:—‘I made about 25 different 
odd dolls and things for a Camp- 
fire group to use as pattern in- 
spiration or whatever. We do hope 
the girls will see how they might 
use native materials around the 
summer camp instead of just plas- 
ter of paris, pipecleaners and oth- 
er ordinary junk. Whether it will 
have any effect I don’t know, but 
so many lovely natural materials 
are going to waste up there in the 
woods that it seems a shame they 
don’t use some of it. Oh yes, I 
also won sweepstakes with my dis- 
play at our County Fair last fall.” 


“SCHOOL’S OUT” 

Mrs. Frances Heckman, of Knox- 
ville, Tennessee, has found a 
pleasant way to combine her hobby 
with a project for making some 
extra “mad” money. Mrs. Heck- 
man, who is retiring next Septem- 
ber from her job at the University 
of Tennessee where she was su- 
pervisor of the housekeeping de- 
partment for the girls’ dormitories, 
writes as follows: 

~“T truly enjoyed the sample copy 
of Doll Talk as I am a newcomer 
to Doll Land. I recently learned to 
make Doodle Dolls from Aunt Ly- 
dia’s yarn and sell them as fast 
as I can make them. The whimsi- 
cal expressions I put on the faces 
makes everyone laugh, and even 
those unfortunate people who sel- 
dom smile can be coaxed out of 
a small chuckle. Here at the derm- 


itory of freshman girls, 400 of 
them, my Football Hero, with their 
boy friend’s number on the doll’s 
back, is especially popular... Al- 
though I have reached retirement 
age I feel as though I am just be- 
ginning to really live, doing some 
of the things that I truly love 
and enjoy.” 

All of us have heard of Campus 
Cuties staking their claim to their 
Varsity boy friends by the process 
of being “ringed” or “pinned,” but 
evidently now the term would have 
to be “dolled.” 

Ah, yes, the things that can be 
learned in college! 


FLORA BUNDA 


Perhaps because we McKims 
once did a three-year opportunity 
stretch in old St. Louis, there 
came feelings of nostalgia along 
with Melba Brueschke’s June let- 
ter from there. 

“The roses are just beautiful 
now—each twig trying to outdo the 
other with beauty! I have a collec- 
tion of ‘old roses,’ antiques so to 
speak; some I gathered or traded 
for at old homes and farms. Al- 
though they bloom only once— 
mosses, damasks, centifolias, it is 
like heaven to smell and see them 
when they do. Perhaps next time 
I get a ‘new’ doll, new to me, but 
old like the roses, Tll give her a 
‘rose’ name.” 


DUTCH, DEUTSCH, GERMAN 
English writers describing dolls 
of the nineteenth century some- 
times refer to “Dutch” dolls. This 
was really a corruption of the 
word “Deutsch” meaning —°Ger- 
man, and had no connection to the 
sturdy products of Holland. 


One letter voicing slight com- 
plaint just came in. “It seems to 
me”, Martha C. wrote, “that you’ve 
been talking more about French 
bisques for months now than all of 
the other nice old dolls—How 
come ?” 


In the first place, we hadn’t 
noticed, hadn’t meant to be par- 
tial, but in those ‘want files’ which 
we keep there are filed more yearn- 
ings for ‘someday, a charming 
French Fashion or dressmaker 
lady’, for ‘one of those plump 
cheeked French children, Jumeau, 
R.D., F.G., Eden Bebe, B.F., Stein- 
er, Huret, Bru, Marque, A.D.’, and 
may we include the gorgeous un- 
marked—E.T.C.! 


But here are some good German 
bisques with several A.M.’s to back 
up this issue’s Primer Page. Half 
a dozen A.M. heads only, the small- 
est Florodora 5 inches around, 2% 
inches complete height; nice one 
with brown inset eyes, no. wig. 
No, A629F, $4.50. Two and three- 
fourths inch swivel neck with in- 
cised dating 1894; this head known 
as “Miss Columbia”. Dark gray 
eyes have been set; no wig. No. 
A628, $8.25. Four inch, with “Baby 
Betty” incised in oval; hazel-brown 
eyes, fine bisque, clean mends at 
temples, but do not show under 
wig of dark, human hair curls. 
No. A559 with wig, $17.50. Five and 
a half inch socket head fitted into 
metal shoulders—somebody’s stur- 
dy, well shaped but strictly un- 
orthodox solution! Just an other- 
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wise unmarked A.M. with inset 
brown eyes. No. A988, $6.00. Then 
two A.M. shoulder heads with iden- 
tical markings all except “I” on the 
first 54% inch high head which is 
more ruddy complexioned, a trifle 
smaller and shoulders not so pluimp- 
ly modeled; blond mohair curls—all 
perfect, of course. No. A109, $10.00. 
Five and a half inch shoulder head 
with threaded blue eyes, modeled 
brows and brown real hair wig. 
No. A180, $15.00. Next two A.M. 
babies; 12 inch, ¥ closed lips, 
sleeping-eyed ‘Dream Baby’, 3 
inch ‘high head is 9% inches 


around. Proper new muslin body 
with baby shaped bisque hands; 
undressed. No A990, $17.50. 


One in the picture is certainly a 
few weeks older than infant D.B.; 
a beautiful big 17 inch baby, head 
14 inches in circumference, with 
modeled wispy hair, almost a top 
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knot, in fact, and soft bisque curls 
around the back of his neck. Big 
brown eyes (set) are lined all 
around with the finest line lashes, 
two “uppers” show under the up- 
per lip of that good little ‘open- 
closed’ mouth. Composition baby 
hands; handmade real baby clothes 
are lovely. No. A477, $40.00. 

Posed alongside is “A Doll!” We 
dubbed her “Miss Camille”, perhaps 
because of her shell pink satin 
gown, quite flower-like with those 
golden curls of real hair, and, also 
there is a “C” engraved on a heart 
shaped locket, “12 K” gold, marked 
inside. Sleeping brown eyes with 
long lashes—date incised on neck 
1912, and not A.M., but a four 


flanged dot in center, German 
trademark. Jointed composition 
body; some fingers have been 


mended, undoubtedly some little 
girl’s plaything before World War 
I, then handsomely redressed to 
grace someone’s collection. Twenty- 
two inches tall, fine quality, No. 
N52, $30.00. 

Now please, Martha C., may we 
brag about just ONE French 
bisque and kid lady, and ONE 
French bisque headed child on 
jointed body? Both need prompt 
adoption by someone who sews, 
and both are wonderful! Thirteen 
and a half inch blond lady was 
dubbed “Mona Lisa” as she first 
emerged from her wrappings in 
our “receiving ward’. There is 
luscious adult beauty behind a flash 
of enigmatic smile; her white 
leather body is erect as any queen 
and of course the coveted swivel 
neck on deep bisque shoulders, 
closed lips, pierced ears, original 
wig over cork; long elliptical blue 
eyes, ‘only defect possible would 


be rust stains on the wired fingers 
of her otherwise remarkably clean 
and shapely, hand sewn body. No. 
A575, $135.00. 

The brunette child, 16 inches 
tall, has a coveted French mark- 
ing, “R.D.”, (Roland Descamps) 
enormous blown glass eyes, pierced 
ears, closed mouth, all perfect and 
original except for real hair curls, 
a most becoming new wig from 
Paris also to fit over her old cork 
cap. She did come in fine hand- 
made underwear and old black 
stockings. No. A683, $110.00, 

Sometimes a generous friend 
will pack a box of heirloom class 
materials and send along to Kim- 
port. How we do treasure these 
laces and ribbons and lengths of 
old cloth, all stuff that cannot be 
bought in modern stores. So-o if 
you’d be buying one of these un- 
dressed treasures and did need 
material, we probably could send 
some things exactly right; no 
charge, and none for sale, but 
gladly given when some Kimport 
antique might otherwise be gowned 
in rayon! 

‘Seems that we haven’t featured 
papier-mache and composition 
headed dolls for quite a while, and 
they can be such treasures! Oldest 
would be a 19 inch of Napoleonic 
era that could have been g con- 
temporary of those real, traveling 
fashion display dolls. Head and 
torso are all in one broad shoul- 
dered, tiny: waisted section of car- 


touche or papier-mache. Scuffed 


and discolored some during some- 
thing like a hundred and sixty 
years, there has been no retoutch- 
ing; blue eyes, red mouth and 
black hair are all painted as they 
were, only faded.:Body with pencil 
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slim arms and baggy big hips all 
intact, with even brightest green 
paint slippers on her well formed 
twill cloth feet. One garment, a 
fitted, undoubtedly original bon- 
net, came on her, from France. A 
challenging project to ‘costume, 
extremely rare, No. A679, $65.00. 


The next two are French types, 
circa 1830, with rigid, pink leather 
bodies, so shapely it is a pity to 
clothe the curves! But this cloth- 
ing is original, in peasant style, 
wool, linen, old lace and net. Thir- 
teen inches tall and in excellent 
condition this larger one is one hun- 
dred percent collector class from 
tan Morocco shoes to the slit at 
top of her head, for hair, which 
isn’t there—‘no more, no more”. 
Hand woven wool skirt is brilliant 


striped in half dozen hues, but 
predominantly red. No. A513, 
$68.50. 


The other one with fine, deep 
shouldered head on pink kid body 
is an 8 inch peasant woman with 
wide frilled net and pique head- 
dress from which hang “Christ- 
mas bead” earrings; clothing again 
is original and quaintly styled. 
No. A512, $55.00. 


One other 8 inch papiersmache 
in peasant dress is the English— 
or maybe German type; same well 
featured head but “Milliner’s Mo- 
del” body, slim leather with wood- 
en arms and legs. This is a nice 
one, circa 1840, in good condition, 
seemingly all original except re- 
placement apron. She not only 
has eardrops from her coif, but a 
nice old crucifix. No, A510, $45.00. 

Some of you just might have a 
proper old body; we do have two 
antique papier-mache heads only. 


Two and three-fourths inches high, 
2 inches wide at top of shoulders; 
no retouching, but some age cracks, 
especially on back of neck and 
across bottom of shoulders. There 
is fine line stippling and swirls 
all around such plain black hair 
that it would do excellently for a 
man. Blue eyes, painted, and crim- 
son cheeks. No. A389, $18.00. 

Old character head, 1% inches 
high, 1% inches across, prominent 
cheek bones, brown eyes, no sign 
of hair, so—’could turn into grand- 
ma or gramp! No. Abdll, $13.50. 

One utterly different, is a comic 
old pair of “Darkie Sweethearts”, 
really figurines, in that Missie’s 
polka dot pink dress and Sweet Si’s 
blue frock coat, etc., are modelex« 
on, not separate garments of cloth. 
They are seated far enough apart 
on a really rustic, high backed 
seat so that his smiling head can 
nod and nod in ogle eyed consent 
—‘ye’ ma’m!” This is a oottage 
ornament, cinca 1875, 5 inches 
high. No. A742, Sp. $16.50. 


— "SERMONS IN STONES 


Books in the Running Brooks 
And Good in Everything!” 
—‘And two of Ki the Rock- 
hound,” writes Virginia Olsen, 
continuing, “You’d be surprised 
‘where one of those dolls is going— 
to Rev. Voth, the pastor of our 
church. He and his wife have a 
rock collection and last Sunday he 
gave the children’s sermon, using 
rocks to illustrate that it is the 
tools ‘we use which help us not 
only to find rare stones, but to 
find spiritual peace in our church, 
and books to improve our minds in 

school.” 
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OF REAL BENEFIT 


Especially adaptable to many a 
chit-chat session might be that 
scripture about whatsoever things 
are—OF GOOD REPORT. Such 
stories and clippings are always 
welcomed at Kimport. Even though 
We cannot pass along all of them 
in our tiny pages, the good doings 
of Dolls any time, any place, is 
most heartening news. 

Ruth Mills, president of the ‘Sun- 
flower Antique Doll Club,’ sent 
clippings from the Wichita papers 
about their December exhibit. 
"Twas to raise funds for the Kan- 
sas School for the Deaf. Two 
thousand attended and the club 
members and their groupings of 
fine old dolls certainly made it 
all well worth the price of admis- 
sion! Such events take much care- 
ful planning and real work, but 
are beneficial as team _ projects, 
successful in fund raising and of 
educational fascination to the pub- 
lic. 

Why not a good 1961 resolution 
to do something similar? 


WHAT ‘SAY? 

Questions, ranging the full ga- 
mut from silly to sage, certain- 
ly do bombard all hobbyists. Our 
stock “silliest” has been the round- 
eyed, awed tone voicing of “Are 
those dressed fleas really alive?” 

This current story came in from 
one ef our most astute collectors, 
who, we think, must have been say- 
ing something complimentary 
about one of her sources of such 
finds. Anyway, the amiable guest 
added this nugget—‘What an in- 
teresting business that must be— 
manufacturing all these antiques 
for you collectors!” 


A QUAINT STUDY OF DOLLS 

Recently a rare old English book, 
circa 1875, called the “Wonderland 
of Work” by C. L. Mateau, came 
into the hands of Mrs. Alice Dor- 
sey in Colorado, Reading the pages 
on ancient dolls and doll making, 
Mrs. Dorsey offered. to share it 
through Doll Talk, with students 
and collectors. 

The language is quaint, written 
probably to a children’s audience, 
but the facts are authentic and 


the reading delightful. Doll Talk 


can spare space’ for only a few 
paragraphs an issue, but will cull 
out the most interesting items and 
publish them in a series. 

“To know what the oldest speci- 
mens of toydom were like, I must 
refer you to sundry shelves and 
cases that are in the British Mu- 
seum (London). Here you will find 
a strange and varied collection. 
Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Hindoo, 
African, Esquimaux playthings, 
all are ready to be examined. 

“The first dolls, for instance, 
have been unclasped from. the 
wraps so carefully folded about 
little maidens ‘who died and were 
wept over, and had their wondrous 
toy-treasures laid within their ten- 
der arms, just as might happen to- 
day, though it really took place 
so long ago that the now-ancient 
Cleopatra’s needle was most likely 
spoken of as a new thing, and the 
great Bible story had yet to be told 
to generations to come. 


“No wonder the dolls are but 
Shapeless, ugly things, as I hear 
the children of today exclaim. Here 
is one for instance, with a body 
like a battledore, or the flat sole 
of an old shoe, surmounted by a 
round clay head like a dab of put- 
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ty. Several er rings of iowa 
clay beads are dangling from that 
head instead of flaxen ringlets—a 
few criss cross dabs of paint are 
here and there, but it possesses 
neither arms nor legs .. . Little 
Miss of the Nineteenth Century it 
was no doubt just as delightful to 
its first owner as your waxen 
treasures may be to you... Laid 
in the still arms of this little dark- 
skinned daughter of Thebes or 
Memphis, who petted and cuddled 
and loved it, not because it was a 
beauty but because it was her doll, 
her very own. 


“Ever since there have been lit- 
tle children to play, fond parents 
have found them something to 
play with; it may at first have been 
merely a_ stick roughly carved, 
and wrapped in a fragment of old 
skin ‘which the child’s hunter-fa- 
ther no longer required for a man- 
tle;. or a clay dolly, with a few 
bright feathers stuck in its ball- 
like head—such as we see the Af- 
rican child hugging with rapture. 

“The young Greeks must have 
been well provided, judging from 
their large collections. Clay dolls, 
“neuropaston” they were called, 
representing boys and girls; the 
heads and bodies were all in one, 


but the somwhat shapeless limbs 
were separate and tied on loosely 
with bits of strings passed through 
holes which have evidently been 
poked through the wet clay for 
that purpose. These dollies, some 
six inches long, could be shaken 
and the strings pulled so that they 
appeared to be dancing in a limp 
baudy sort of way, which no doubt 
afforded much amusement to their 
owners who could dangle them 
merrily on the smallest finger. 

“Tt wonder if these little Greek 
toys gave the idea of our modern 
dancing dolls, jointed Punches and 
iclowns, or whether ‘we got that 
elaborate mechanical swing baby 
from the “sigillari,’ a movable 
figure of the same kind which was, 
and is still, patronized by the ju- 
veniles of Rome.” 

(to be continued) 


IT SEEMS LOGICAL 

So often, in a hobby like doll 
collecting, one runs into delight- 
ful by-ways. Mrs. George R. Wool- 
fenden saw our offering of Penny 
Wooden dolls, and it enthused her 
to do some carving on her own. 
In reading up on the craft, she 
found in the children’s depart- 
ment, a most interesting book, 
‘Whittling and Wood Carving” by 
E. J. Tangerman., 

“Penhaps you already know this, 
but in the first paragraph of In- 
troduction is this: ‘Jesus of Naza- 
reth was not a carpenter; he was 
a wood carver. The original Greek 
word that bibliophiles have inter- 
preted as carpenter, means smith, 
an artisan. Moreover, wood was too 
searce in Nazareth to permit its 
use for anything besides interior 
decorating and carving’.” William 
Smith Bible Dictionary, 1872. 
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A PICTURE GALLERY 
OF DOLLS 


Maretta Wilcox describes her 
museum in Bergen, New York, as 


a place “where dolls look like 
real little people.” She achieves 
much of her ideal by well informed 
attention to settings, making 
sure every decorative item adds 
to the central interest of the dolls 
shown. 


Maretta has selected twelve of 
her choice dolls and groups, add- 
ed a bit of copy, then pictured 
them on gloss photo postcards. 
Many unusual types are shown, 
some with art backgrounds, pe- 
riod rooms, doll house sets, ete. 
The Queen Anne which she got 
from Kimport at the Kansas City 
Convention, reigns in 18th cen- 
tury dignity on an antique pedes- 
tal. This set of twelve cards from 
Kimport, $1.00 postpaid. 


GOLD LOCKETED 


Miss Bette Jane Hatfield writes 
a suggestion well worth passing 
along, regarding those old peg 
wooden mini-miniatures. 

“My wooden doll is now hand- 
somely set into a gold watch case; 
her background lining is black 
velvet. Hung on an antique gold 
chain, it certainly makes a most 
beautiful and unique locket. In 
case anyone else would like to try 
it—a watich case, with the crystal 
intact and the works removed, 
makes this ideal setting for a 
precious antique doll such as this.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 
CLIPPINGS 
“All the dolls [’'ve ordered from 
you have been as lovely as you 
have described them and it is 
only difficult to decide which 
next!” —Dorothy Grifford, Texas 


“Glad you received a copy of 
the newspaper story about my 
talk and display of dolls for Delta 
Kappa Gamma. Newspapers don’t 
often mention your name—afraid 
of free advertising, I guess—but 
you can be sure that I always tell 
about Kimport in my talks. After 
all, you started me on this delight- 
ful hobby and have furnished 


many of the most interesting 

dolls.” 
—Velma Dickson, Art Executive, 
Illinois 


“A friend sent me a picture of 
her ‘Freckles’ and it surely is a 
darling doll. You showed ‘Freck- 
les’ in a Doll Talk drawing, I 
remember, but it didn’t do her 
justice.’ —Maxine Eyster, Penna. 


“Thanks, for sending the story 
page on my Colombian Farmer. 
His little leather bag is a work of 
art.” —Mrs. Larry Snow, Ind. 


“The bride and groom from In- 
dia arrived safely. They certainly 
are an elegant couple and a most 
welcome addition to my doll fam- 
ily. Aren’t dolls fun! So many dif- 
ferent ones.” 

—Frances T. Smith, Mass. 


“My husband makes cases for 
me out of old picture frames, and 
Id certainly enjoy one shelf at 
least of unusual dolls.” 

—Ruth Douglass, Wash. 
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“To display my little Frozen 
Charlotte, I melted some wax in 
a rounded mold for a base, and 
covered it all with a plastic dome 
that once was filled with cheese. 
Her dress I made rather rough 
and sketchy from old material in 
Sevres red.” ; 

—Dorothy Gillespie, Ore. 


“How do I like the Biedermeier? 
My answer is, “There goes my new 
living room rug!’ I called the 
cleaners and the old rug is now 
out getting one more shampoo! 
Again, I have asked the children 
and my husband to give me money 
for a Christmas doll instead of 
individual gifts.” 

—Mary Roberson, Maryland 


“Enclosed is a list to add to my 
Doll of the Month club wants. The 
Algerian doll is nice and especially 
interesting as Algeria is so much 
in the news recently.” 

—Mrs. Charmaine Garrison, Calif. 


“‘T am on a Caribbean cruise. 
Your Doll Talk came as I was 
ready to leave so I took it along. 
Am enjoying it more than ever, 
since I see some of your dolls as 
real people.”—Marica Cassionis, Pa. 

“Our daughter, Jane, Agnes’ 
mother, was a member of your 
[Doll Hobby Club for years. Now, 
my granddaughter, Anne Ray, 
wants to join.” 

—Mrs. J. H. Hain, Ala. 


“I liked the doll from Colombia. 
All of the South and Central Amer- 
ican dolls are visiting one of the 
6th grades in Kailua. I’m so glad 
they are being used again.” 

—Frances Van Natta, Hawaii 


“T am certainly enjoying ‘Dolls 
of Three Centuries,’ and so is our 
six-year-old granddaugihter. She 
loves the Bye-Lo doll story and 
enjoys playing with her very own 
one ever so much.” 

—Mrs. Eric Buckley, Pa. 


“The Schoenhut doll is quite 
satisfactory. Would rather be 
dressing her than doing spring 
housecleaning!” 


—Mrs. H. F. Smith, Jr., Mass. 


“You can well know that five 
lively children are real unending 
competition to a doll family. Thank 
goodness, our Debbie is doll 
minded—as if I needed an excuse 
—and it is always a thrill when 
one of those new collection doll 
packages arrives. Thank you so 
much for your wonderful service!” 

—Beneta Harshman, Indiana 


“Will have to have a 6 inch Pen- 
ny Wooden. She is to go with the 
book, ‘The Little Wooden Doll’. 
T’ll bet I have about the best edu- 
cated dolls in the country as some 
of them are in school all of the 
time.” 

—Margaret M. Hyde, Kansas’ 


“My daughter is studying Ameri- 
can History in school and takes 
many of our dolls to illustrate the 
various periods. The Presidential 
dolls do this very well.” 

—Dorothy Sherman, Mich. 


“I plan to dress this new Penny 
Wooden in the old penwiper cos- 
tume. I have one peg wooden that 
I dressed as a peddler and do en- 
joy costuming dolls to represent 
types found in the history of dolls.” 

—Marjorie Winchester, Illinois 


DOLL PRIMER: A. M., ANOTHER GERMAN DOLL MAKER 


Don’t let the French name “Armand Marseille,” confuse you! His 
dolls are unmistakably German, most of them marked “Germany” and 
many carry the initials D.E.P.” or “D.R.G.M.” showing them patented 
or registered there. Undoubtedly many A.M. heads found their way into 
France, where it was long the custom to assemble dolls, and America was 
a prime market, since the George Borgfeldt Co. took out patents on 
many A.M. dolls and was their U.S. selling agent. 

The Germans have always been tough competition, and there were 
many outstanding companies. In our DOLL PRIMERS of March 1959 
and July 1960 we featured the Kestner and Simon-Halbig dolls. Ar- 
mand Marseille was an equally famous contemporary. He manufactured 
for the mass market and his quality did not always match Simon-Hal- 
big and certainly was not in a class with Kestner. He probably had the 
largest output of any, and even today, dolls with many variations of 
the A.M. trademark are more frequently found than any other German 
bisques. Perhaps you have one or more in your collection now, and will 
enjoy additional information about the A.M. marks. 

The Armand Marseille Company was in production prior to 1891, 
when US. patent laws first required that the country of origin be 
marked. A.M. dolls with sketchy size or series markings have been 
authenticated and as early as 1894 there were dated heads. One was 
called “Miss Columbia” in honor of the International Exposition of 
that time. Years of manufacture were frequently shown as well as the 
series number and size. Mostly the trademark would consist of “Ar- 
mand Marseille’ or A.M. with numbers in various combinations and 
always “Germany” or “Made in Germany.” The more modern series 
carry the numbers 390 or 391 and some prior dolls are 370. The horse- 
shoe symbol seems to belong to A.M. but it was apparently not used 
with any great frequency. 

“The Floradora Girl’ meant to emulate the popular stage character, 
though not too attractive, had a long run, starting in 1905 and being 
patented in 1921 by George Borgfeldt Co. “Kiddie Joy” and “Baby Betty” 
were other name dolls and “Nobbie Kid” was about the last German 
doll patented (1915) before the World War I wiped out foreign doll 
imports. 

Perhaps to meet the popularity of Bye-Lo Babies, also sponsored 
by George Borgfeldt, A.M. offered a so-called “Dream Baby” in sizes 
small to life like. They had quite similar infant features and flange 
necks to fit into soft cloth bodies, but never achieved that Bye-Lo ap- 
peal. As we were writing this, a sleeping eyed Negro “Dream Baby’ 
paused at Kimport enroute to some fortunate collector. How lucky can 
you be? 


